Hi           HISTORICAL ESSAYS AND RESEARCHES

his journey thither, he met, in a narrow part of the road, a
chariot proceeding in the counter direction from Thebes to
Delphi. The charioteer, relying upon the grandeur of his
master, insolently ordered the young stranger to clear the
road ; upon which, under the impulse of his youthful blood,
(Edipus slew him on the spot. The haughty grandee who
occupied the chariot rose up in fury to avenge this outrage,
fought with the younger stranger, and was himself killed.
One attendant upon the chariot remained ; but he, warned
by the fate of his master and his fellow-servant, withdrew
quietly into the forest that skirted the road, revealing no
word of what had happened, but reserved by the dark destiny
of (Edipus to that evil day on which his evidence, concurring
with other circumstantial exposures, should convict the young
Corinthian emigrant of parricide. For the present, (Edipus
viewed himself as no criminal, but much rather as an injured
man, who had sijnply used his natural powers of self-defence
against an insolent aggressor. This aggressor, as the reader
will suppose, was Laius. The throne therefore was empty
on the arrival of (Edipus in Thebes : the king's death was
known indeed, but not the mode of it; and that (Edipus was
the murderer could not reasonably be suspected either by the
people of Thebes, or by (Edipus himself. The whole affair
would have had no interest for the young stranger, but through
the accident of a public calamity then desolating the land.
A mysterious monster, called the Sphinx, half woman and
half brute, was at that time on the coast of Boeotia, and
levying a daily tribute of human lives from the Boeotian
territory. This tribute, it was understood, would continue
to be levied from the territories attached to Thebes, until a
riddle proposed by the monster should have been satisfactorily
solved. By way of encouragement to all who might feel
prompted to undertake so dangerous an adventure, the
authorities of Thebes offered the throne and the hand of the
widowed Jocasta as the prize of success ; and (Edipus, either
on public or on selfish motives, entered the lists as a
competitor.

The riddle proposed by the Sphinx ran in these terms :
"What creature is that which moves on four feet in the
" morning, on two feet at noon-day, and on three towards the